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Sources and Bibliography
 This book is based almost entirely on primary sources: declassified government documents and interviews and oral histories with participants in the events described. I have donated the declassified documents to the National Security Archive at The George Washington University and recordings of my interviews to the Foreign Affairs Oral History Program of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training.
	When working from declassified documents, I occasionally adapt a quote from the written record. For example, Habib might say in a cable “I told Sharon I could not accept that.” I might then quote Habib telling Sharon, “I cannot accept that.” Likewise, I sometimes alter punctuation for the sake of clarity. Such adaptations are infrequent, do not change the meaning, and are acknowledged in the endnotes. 
	Many of my sources are transcribed records of oral conversations. I treat oral sources a little differently from written sources. People do not use capitalization or punctuation when they speak, and the various transcribers use a wide variety of conventions about things like capitalization and punctuation. So I sometimes adapt such things for the sake of clarity and consistency. State Department transcripts of Habib’s conversations often bowdlerize his characteristic profanity, according to Charlie Hill, the official to whom he was usually talking. Based on Hill’s guidance, I often put the profanity back in. 
	A given source would often talk about a particular point or tell a story more than once. In such cases, I often use the common journalistic practice of taking parts from one telling and parts from another by that source and weaving them together into a single cohesive quote. That is for a single source. Often I have several sources for a particular incident, and those sources often give multiple and varying accounts. For example, Habib told the story of his June 12, 1982, confrontation with Menachem Begin several times, and a little differently each time. Morris Draper and Nathaniel Howell also have their accounts of that confrontation. In such cases, I analyze all of the accounts, distill from them my own account of what happened, and use the endnotes to explain any notable wrinkles. 
	How and when to use quotation marks is a judgment call, so let me spell out the practice I have tried to follow. Virtually every thought and piece of information in this book is based on material from some source. I generally put sources’ words in quotation marks. But there comes a point at which quotation marks would so pepper the text as to do more harm than good by becoming obtrusive. The problem would be compounded by having to include the name and further identification of each source—often two or three for a single sentence—even when the name of the source is irrelevant to the point at hand. 
	So my practice is to use quotation marks when the source’s words are particularly colorful or eloquent or otherwise distinctive, when they express a strong opinion, or when they say something that clearly needs to be associated with them rather than with me. I do not use quotation marks, however,  when picking up more pedestrian information: “Phil didn’t talk to the press,” for example, may be verbatim what some source said, but in my judgment does not warrant quotation marks because it is just a plain vanilla piece of information. Whether quotation marks are used or not, I carefully identify each source in the endnotes.
	In all of these judgment calls, my guide has been clarity for the general reader. Scholars and other serious readers should treat the endnotes as an intrinsic part of the text, since that is where I present explanations and elaboration and subplots, detail the sources, and note any significant disagreements among sources. 
	The manuscript has been reviewed for accuracy by several of my principal sources. 

INTERVIEWS
This list includes everyone I interviewed for the original full hardback book except for some who asked not to be identified by name. Some of these were sources about Philip Habib’s years prior to or following his Middle East mission. The abridged e-book edition omits most of that material. Recordings of most of these interviews are housed in the Foreign Affairs Oral History Program of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training.
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PHILIP HABIB INTERVIEWS
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With Michel Dusclaud, published in French in Politique Internationale, no. 28,  édition d’été 1985; translated for the author by Susan Bree
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